
CHAIR: DAN LESHER
MEMBER: JIM SARCLETTI
MEMBER: TINA ZELLMAN
MEMBER: JOE POLUNC
MEMBER: CHAD GENZ

ALTERNATE MEMBER: BRUCE PAULSEN

1. Call meeting to order and roll call 

2. Adopt Agenda

3. Minutes Approval 

1) February 2nd, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion to adopt the February 2nd, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes.

4. New Business

1) SITE PLAN and DESIGN REVIEW - 811 Village Way
Provide recommendation to the City Council regarding Site Plan and Design Review for the proposed
DRF Waconia Dental Building and site improvements for the property located at 811 Village Way.

2) PUBLIC HEARING - Ordinance Amendment regarding Section 571 and Section 572
Open the Public Hearing
Motion to Close the Public Hearing
Motion recommending either approval or denial to amend Section 571 and Section 572, Chicken and
Bee Regulations and the associated fees in Section 1100

5. Old Business

6. Other  
1) Land Use Summary
2) Staff Update

WACONIA PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, March 2, 2023
6:30 PM 

VISION STATEMENT
A thriving, connected community with deep roots: a great place to live for a lifetime.

MISSION STATEMENT
A city that leads, serves, and governs to enhance the quality of life for all community members.

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: TO ENSURE THAT YOU ARE PRESENT FOR ITEMS OF INTEREST, PLEASE BE PRESENT AT 6:30 P.M.

Those with items on the agenda should reach out to their staff contact. Others who wish to participate in the
meeting, please contact the Community Development Director at 952-442-3106 or lbraaten@waconia.org to make
certain that you are called upon during the meeting.
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mailto:lbraaten@waconia.org
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/waconiamn/88e460dffa97a7ad59365c2295fba4060.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/waconiamn/7aab2aa9e960af335f5eff499d9156d70.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/waconiamn/77a11320b0543bc8fa1e2f6f579d9c8e0.pdf


Adjourn
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Meeting Date: March 2, 2023
Item Name: February 2nd, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Originating Department:
Presented by: Lane Braaten
Previous Commission Action (if any):
Item Type (X only one): Consent  Regular Session X Discussion Session  

 Budgeted
 Non Budgeted
 Amendment Required

REQUEST FOR PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION

 
 
 
 
 
 RECOMMENDATIONS/COUNCIL ACTION/MOTION REQUESTED  (Include motion in proper format.)
Motion to adopt the February 2nd, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes.
EXPLANATION OF AGENDA ITEM  (Include a description of background, benefits, and recommendations.)
Attached are the February 2nd, 2023 draft meeting minutes for review and consideration by the Planning
Commission.

Attachments:
1. Planning Commission Minutes February 2 2023.pdf

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Funding Sources & Uses:
Budget Information:
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CITY OF WACONIA 
Thursday February 2, 2023 

 
1) Call meeting to order and roll call 
 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the  
City of Waconia was called to order by Lesher at 6:30 PM. 
 
 Members Present:    Lesher, Zellman, Genz, and Polunc  
  Members Absent:     Sarcletti 
 Alternate:                  Paulsen-Absent 
 Staff Present:    Braaten, Nelson, Stein, Havlik 
 City Liaison:              Sorensen (Yetzer absent) 
 
            Braaten had no changes to the agenda. 
 
2) Adopt Agenda 
              
            Motion by Polunc, seconded by Zellman to approve and adopt the agenda. All  
            present voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
3) Minutes Approval 
 
            There were no changes or comments to the minutes.  
 
             Motion by Genz, seconded by Polunc to approve and adopt the January 5th, 2023 

 meeting minutes. All present voted aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

3.1 January 5th, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
    
              Cover Page 

 
January 5th 2023 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes.pdf 

 
4) New Business 
  

Nelson opened the new business by introducing the site plan and design review 
application for Scooter’s Coffee proposed at 660 Marketplace Drive. He 
explained the site location. The project includes a 664 square foot building with 
site improvements. The project meets setback and hardcover requirements. 
Further, the site plan includes a drive through and access drive through the Taco 
Bell site which has been planned for. No mechanical equipment is proposed on 
the ground with this application, but they are planning for roof top equipment 
which will require screening. He went through the parking allocation which will 
be for employee parking. Also, he explained the trail connection and how that 
lays out in the plan. The trash enclosure is required to be constructed of similar 
building materials to the principal structure. The plan was reviewed by the City 
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http://waconiamn.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=6ef4f056-0d6d-4318-9004-56ec24edb463&meta_id=9a6ee001-bc77-407b-a971-cbaca0ba1455&time=533
http://waconiamn.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=6ef4f056-0d6d-4318-9004-56ec24edb463&meta_id=9a6ee001-bc77-407b-a971-cbaca0ba1455&time=533
http://waconiamn.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=6ef4f056-0d6d-4318-9004-56ec24edb463&meta_id=e392beb8-0249-433f-ba55-1cae2aa1ef4a&time=552
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http://waconiamn.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=6ef4f056-0d6d-4318-9004-56ec24edb463&meta_id=c177bcf2-a97c-473b-8784-9a628d875540&time=569
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https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/waconiamn/cc820a07a9711bbf92eed6990f2ff2640.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/waconiamn/cc820a07a9711bbf92eed6990f2ff2640.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1760512/January_5th_2023_Planning_Commission_Meeting_Minutes.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1760512/January_5th_2023_Planning_Commission_Meeting_Minutes.pdf
http://waconiamn.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=6ef4f056-0d6d-4318-9004-56ec24edb463&meta_id=51267e9b-1b9c-45f0-8785-143f7a5ba5c8&time=601
http://waconiamn.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=6ef4f056-0d6d-4318-9004-56ec24edb463&meta_id=51267e9b-1b9c-45f0-8785-143f7a5ba5c8&time=601


      
 

 
 
 

Engineer and Public Services Director. Landscape and lighting generally conform 
to City code requirements. They indicate multiple signs on the building, Nelson 
stated that a separate sign permit would be needed and the sign sizing and location 
would be formally reviewed at the time of permit submittal. There was further 
discussion about the landscaping, the trash enclosure materials, and the driveway 
access easement.  

    
  Lesher invited the Applicant to the podium.  
   
  Additional Comments 

The applicant, Angelia Miller, 606 Carver Bluff Pkwy Carver, MN. The owner  
  along with Nick Bentley representing the builder came to answer questions. 

Mr. Bentley commented further indicating the trash enclosure materials would 
match the building. Also, discussion followed about the landscape plan and the 
required additional plantings. Mr. Bentley also discussed the signage need on the 
Highway 5 side. Ethan stated that he would work through that process with them. 

   
Lesher brought up the stacking of cars between Taco Bell and Scooter’s. Angelia 
explained the time a customer would be waiting would be approximately 34 
seconds. The rush for their business and Taco Bell would be at different times of 
day. 

   
Zellman wanted clarification on the pedestrian walkway.  
 

  Lesher asked about the construction/opening timeline. Nick stated they are hoping 
  for an April start with a mid-June finish and a mid-July open. 
 

Polunc brought up the pedestrian walkway and discussion followed regarding 
signage to limit pedestrian confusion. Other miscellaneous items regarding 
maintenance/costs were brought up and discussed. 

 
Braaten asked if the trash enclosure, as proposed, is acceptable to the Planning 
Commission. The Commission responded in the affirmative and Nelson will add 
it as a condition of approval. The trash enclosure will include a metal coping cap 
and will be painted to match the proposed building. 

   
  Motion by Lesher, seconded by Genz to recommend approval of the  

Site plan and Design Review application for Scooter’s Coffee with the 6 
conditions identified in the staff report and including the revision to the trash 
enclosure language. All present voted aye.  MOTION CARRIED.  

       
4.1 SITE PLAN & DESIGN REVIEW - Scooters Coffee - submitted by Abby Heli 

                  
Cover Page 

 
Cover Letter (2 Pages) 
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Site Plan and Design Review Application (3 Pages) 
 

Proposed Site Plan (12 Pages) 
 

Elevations (4 Pages) 
 

Staff Review Comments (3 Pages) 
 
5) Old Business 
  
                       Nothing for old business. 
  
6) Other 
 

1) Staff Update 
• Braaten explained that Council denied the Woodland Creek 5th addition due 

to side setbacks. In talking with the developer, they plan to modify the plan 
and resubmit. Braaten explained that he planned to bring back the proposed 
Park Dedication ordinance amendment at a later date. The City Attorney is 
waiting for a ruling that is currently in front of the supreme court which may 
influence the application of the proposed rule change.  

• Laketown Storage revised the design work and will go to Council at their 
next meeting for review and approval. 

• A Site Plan and Design Review application was submitted for 811 Village 
Way, which will be reviewed at the March meeting. 

                      
 
Adjourn 

Motion by Genz to adjourn, seconded by Lesher all present voted aye. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

        
        Adjourned at 7:15 PM 
 
        Respectfully submitted by: 
        Dave Havlik 
        Office Assistant 
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Meeting Date: March 2, 2023
Item Name: SITE PLAN and DESIGN REVIEW - 811 Village Way
Originating Department: Community Development
Presented by: Lane Braaten
Previous Commission Action (if any):
Item Type (X only one): Consent  Regular Session X Discussion Session  

REQUEST FOR PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION

 
 
 
 
 
 RECOMMENDATIONS/COUNCIL ACTION/MOTION REQUESTED  (Include motion in proper format.)
Provide recommendation to the City Council regarding Site Plan and Design Review for the proposed DRF
Waconia Dental Building and site improvements for the property located at 811 Village Way.
EXPLANATION OF AGENDA ITEM  (Include a description of background, benefits, and recommendations.)
BACKGROUND
Applicant:  Frauenshuh, Inc.
Owner:  DRF Waconia Dental Building, LLC 
Address: 811 Village Way
PID# 753210030
Zoning:  B-1, Highway Business District
Design District:  Highway District
 
REQUEST
The applicant, Frauenshuh, Inc. (the “Applicant”), has submitted a Site Plan and Design Review application for the
property located at 811 Village Way (the “Property”) on behalf of DRF Waconia Dental Building, LLC. The
applicant is proposing the construction of an 8,985 square foot clinic building.  
 
APPLICABLE ORDINANCE PROVISIONS:
1.    Section 900.05 - District Regulations, Subd. 2.F - B-1, Highway Business District
2.    Section 900.06 - Supplementary Regulations, Subd. 9 - Architectural Design Standards
3.    Section 900.07 - Landscaping and Fencing
4.    Section 900.08 - Performance Standards
5.    Section 900.09 - Off-Street Parking, Loading, and Access Regulations
6.    Section 900.10 - Sign Regulations
7.    Section 900.12 - Administration, Enforcement and Procedures, Subd. 10 - Site Plan Review
 
SITE PLAN REVIEW
City Ordinance requires Site Plan Review “in order to further promote the safe and efficient use of land and to
further enhance the value of property in the City.” City Ordinance requires Site Plan Review for any construction
for which a building permit is required, except for construction of detached, single-family residential structures or
structures accessory thereto.
 
ZONING
The subject parcel is zoned B-1, Highway Business District.  The proposed business is a Permitted Use in the B-1
zoning district.
 
LOT REQUIREMENTS
The subject property is located in the B-1, Highway Business District.  Section 900.05, Subd. 2.F of the City
Ordinance states “The purpose of this district is to provide for an appropriate range of businesses that will be
utilized by area residents as well as vehicular traffic generated from the surrounding area.”  The Lot Requirements
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for the Highway Business District are indicated in Table 1-1 below.  
 
 B-1 - Lot Requirements Proposed/Existing
Lot Area 17,500 sq. ft. min. 62,355 sq. ft.
Lot Width 100 ft. min. Conforming
Maximum Hardcover Surface 80% max. 71.1%
Maximum Principal Structure
Height 35 ft. max. 19 ft.*

Front Yard Setback 25 ft. min. 25 ft.
Side Yard Setback - Street 20 ft. min. Conforming
Rear Yard Setback 20 ft. min. Conforming
*Building height measured to the top of the parapet
 
The structure setbacks, building height, and hardcover surface requirements stated above have been satisfied based
on a review of the Site Plan - C2.0 dated February 2nd, 2023 and the Exterior Elevations - A300A dated February
2nd, 2023.
 
SCREENING OF EQUIPMENT 
The Exterior Elevations indicate the applicant is proposing to screen the rooftop equipment with an equipment
screen wall, which conforms to City Code requirements.
 
The Site Plan also indicates a transformer pad to the northwest of the building. The applicant should install
screening acceptable to the Planning Commission. The current plan set shows “6- PN” in close proximity, which
are 6 containers of Northwind Switch Grass. 
 
OFF-STREET PARKING
City Ordinance requires the following parking requirements for medical, dental and veterinarian clinics:
Three (3) spaces plus at least one (1) space for each 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
 
City Code requires 48 parking stalls based upon the proposed 8,985 sq. ft. structure. The applicant has proposed 52
parking stalls, which meets City off-street parking requirements. 
 
LANDSCAPING
Section 900.07, Subd. 2.B of the City Ordinance requires one (1) tree for every one thousand (1,000) square feet of
total building floor area or one (1) tree for every fifty (50) feet of site perimeter, whichever is greater.  
 
The site perimeter is 1,002 ft. and is the greater of the two, which would require 20 trees to be planted on site.  
 
The applicant is preserving 6 existing trees and proposing to plant 15 additional trees which conforms to City Code
requirements.  City Code requires a minimum planting size of 2.5 inches dbh. for deciduous trees and a minimum 6
ft. height for coniferous trees. Additionally, the complement of trees fulfilling the requirements of this policy shall
be not less than 25% deciduous and not less than 33% coniferous.

Staff has included a condition of approval requiring revisions to the landscape plan consistent with the minimum
planting size requirements and the minimum diversification requirements for deciduous and coniferous trees.
 
SIGNS
The elevations submitted include some proposed tenant wall signage.  The wall signage appears to meet City Code,
however a separate sign permit is still required and the final placement and sizing will be reviewed by City staff
upon submittal of the sign permit application.
 
There is an existing multi-tenant monument sign on the subject parcel, which was approved as part of the sign plan
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for the Interlaken Village commercial development. If the applicant would like to have a monument sign on the
subject parcel they would have two options:
1.    Placement of signage on the existing multitenant monument sign;
2.    Construction of an individual monument sign on the parcel in conformance with City Code requirements.
*The applicant/property owner would not be allowed to have both options stated above.
 
LIGHTING
Section 900.08, Subd. 1.C provides standards for exterior lighting. The lighting plan submitted meets City
Ordinance requirement standards in regard to reflected glare or spill light. The applicant shall submit the specific
mounting height of the lighting elements on the light poles prior to ordering/installation. 
 
VEHICULAR ACCESS
The applicant is proposing access to the property from an access along the internal private street which currently
serves Target. Staff has reviewed the proposed access and have found it to be compliant with the necessary access
spacing and circulation for the area.  
 
PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
The proposed plan indicates an internal sidewalk system and a section of sidewalk along the internal private road
system shared with Target, which is in conformance with City Ordinance requirements. The applicant is also
proposing an additional pedestrian crosswalk across Village Way. The road system is private, but the applicant
may want to direct the pedestrian traffic to the existing pedestrian crossing rather than creating a second crossing at
Village Way.
 
TRASH
City Ordinance requires “All trash and trash handling equipment to be stored within the principal structure, within
an attached structure accessible from within the principal structure, or totally screened from eye-level view from
public streets and adjacent residential properties. If accessory structures are proposed, they shall be constructed of
the same building material as the principal structure.”
    
The applicant is proposing a trash enclosure constructed of similar materials as the principal structure which is in
conformance with City Code requirements.
 
GRADING. DRAINAGE & UTILITIES
The City Engineer and Public Services Director have conducted and an initial review of the grading, drainage and
utilities and found that the plans are generally in conformance with City requirements. Any recommendation of
approval should require the plans to be revised to the satisfaction of the Public Services Director and City Engineer
prior to building permit issuance.

DESIGN REVIEW - HIGHWAY DISTRICT
City Ordinance requires Design Review with the understanding that “the visual character and historic resources of
the City are important attributes of its quality of life.” City Ordinance requires Design Review to be conducted as
part of the Site Plan Review process. 
 
Based on a review of the plan set provided by the applicant staff finds that the majority of the design requirements
stated in the Highway Design District meet City standards.  Further, staff has included one condition of approval
requiring bicycle parking in a convenient and visible location no farther from the principal entrance than the closest
automobile parking space. Bicycle parking shall consist of a bike rack designed so that the bicycle frame can be
locked to the rack, subject to the review of the City Engineer.
 
CONCLUSION / RECOMMENDATION
The Planning Commission should make a recommendation to the City Council regarding the request by
Frauenshuh, Inc., on behalf of DRF Waconia Dental Building, LLC, for Site Plan and Design Review for 811
Village Way.  Upon a recommendation from the Planning Commission this item will be forwarded to the City
Council for review at their upcoming meeting scheduled for March 20th, 2023.
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 Budgeted
 Non Budgeted
 Amendment Required

If the Planning Commission chooses to recommend approval of the Site Plan and Design Review request, staff
would recommend the approval upon the following conditions:

1. The proposed improvements shall be completed as approved and as conditionally revised by the Planning
Commission and City Council.

2. All applicable permits are applied for by the applicant with all supporting documentation and issued prior to
work commencing on site.

3. The applicant shall provide the City with a letter of credit to guarantee the proper installation and growth of
the approved landscape plan.  The letter of credit shall be submitted by the developer prior to obtaining a
building permit that is equal to the amount of the required landscaping to be installed.  The letter of credit
shall be held by the City and must cover one full calendar year subsequent to the installation of said
landscaping and must be conditioned upon complete and satisfactory implementation of the approved
landscape plan.

4. All indirect costs with the building permit, review, and final plans associated with engineering and
administrative costs shall be paid by the applicant/owner.

5. All future signage shall require a sign permit from the City of Waconia.  The specific details regarding each
sign shall be reviewed for conformance to City Ordinance requirements. Site Plan approval does not
constitute approval of the signs indicated on the plan set.

6. Any future outdoor mechanical equipment shall be screened per City Ordinance requirements. This
statement includes both ground mounted and roof mounted mechanical equipment.

7. Bicycle parking shall be installed in a convenient and visible location no farther from the principal entrance
than the closest automobile parking space. Bicycle parking shall consist of a bike rack designed so that the
bicycle frame can be locked to the rack, subject to the review of the City Engineer.

8. The plans shall be revised to the satisfaction of the Public Services Director and City Engineer prior to
building permit issuance.

9.  The applicant shall submit the specific mounting height of the lighting elements on the light poles prior to
ordering/installation.

10.  City Code requires a minimum planting size of 2.5 inches dbh.. for deciduous trees and a minimum 6 ft.
height for coniferous trees. Additionally, the complement of trees fulfilling the requirements of this policy
shall be not less than 25% deciduous and not less than 33% coniferous. The landscape plan shall be revised
consistent with the minimum planting size requirements and the minimum diversification requirements for
deciduous and coniferous trees.

11. The applicant shall install additional screening of the proposed future transformer location from the City
road right of way and the private road system within the Interlaken Village Commercial Development. The
additional screening shall be reviewed and approved by City staff prior to building permit issuance.

12. The applicant shall contact the City Community Development Department for a final site inspection when
all conditions of approval regarding this application have been completed.

Attachments:
1. Location Map 811 Village Way.pdf
2. Multi-Tenant Clinic Building Waconia_Site Plan Review Application_Narrative.pdf
3. Multi Tenant Clinic Bldg Waconia Plan Set 11x17.pdf

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Funding Sources & Uses:
Budget Information:
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LOCATION MAP—811 VILLAGE WAY 
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MULTI-TENANT CLINIC BUILDING – WACONIA, MN
February 2, 2023

PROJECT INFORMATION FOR SITE PLAN & DESIGN REVIEW APPLICATION 

 Description of the project:  DRF Waconia Dental Building LLC is the Owner of Lot 3, Block 1, 
Interlaken Village, Carver County, Minnesota (Abstract Property).  The total area of this parcel is 
62,366 sq. ft. / 1.43 acres.  The parcel is in the B-1 Highway Business District zone.

DRF Waconia Dental Building LLC is proposing construction of an 8,766-sf building for a clinic, 
52 stall off-street parking lot, and a refuse/recycle enclosure on the property.  Construction of 
this building will be in phases.  Phase one will be a 4,225-sf dental tenant suite, phase 2 will be 
a 3,110-sf future tenant 2 suite, and phase 3 will be a 1,431-sf future expansion for the dental 
clinic.  The size, location on property, and design of the proposed building are driven by internal 
functional requirements of the tenant.  The primary entrance and front of the building will face 
the proposed parking lot to the South.  There will be a sidewalk along the west side leading to a 
staff entrance near the northwest corner of phase 1.  This sidewalk will be relocated in phase 3 
to wrap around the expansion.  Due to the existing sloping of the site to the west, the phase 3 
sidewalk location will require a small retaining wall and guard.  A blend of exterior materials is 
proposed that includes the use of face brick, metal panels, EIFS, aluminum punched windows, 
and aluminum storefront entrance framing.

The proposed new site layout will provide three handicap parking stalls and forty-nine standard 
stalls.  Off-street parking lot pole lights are proposed in the islands to adequately cover the 
parking lot.  Landscaping and landscape screening will be provided to meet the minimum 
requirements of the current zoning code and the Development Guidelines.  

Wall mounted signage meeting the current zoning code is proposed for the building.  
Architectural building lighting is proposed at the following locations:  recessed down lighting at 
the tenant entrance canopies and decorative wall sconces along all sides of the building. 

Projected number of employees

Maximum number of employees per schedule: 12; maximum staff 18-20

Operational considerations

Maximum hours fully operational:
Monday – Thursday; 7:00am – 8:00pm
Friday; 8:00am – 5:00pm
Saturday; 7:00am – 2:00pm
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MULTI-TENANT CLINIC BUILDING – WACONIA, MN
February 2, 2023

Owner contact information

 Owner: 
DRF Waconia Dental, LLC.
Ross Hedlund
7101 W. 78th Street
Bloomington, MN 55439 
952-829-3460
ross.hedlund@frauenshuh.com

Design Team contact information

 Architect: 
Eric Reiners, AIA
Sperides Reiners Architects
6442 City West Pkwy, Suite 300
Eden Prairie, MN  55344
952-996-9662
eric@sra-mn.com

 Civil Engineering and Landscape: 
Dave Knaeble, Civil Engineer/Partner
Civil Site Group
5000 Glenwood Avenue
Golden Valley, MN  55422
763-234-7523
dknaeble@civilsitegroup.com

 General Contractor: 
Jeff Heide, President
Timco Construction
2820 Vicksburg Lane N.
Plymouth, MN  55447
763-694-0250
jheide@timco-const.com
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Meeting Date: March 2, 2023
Item Name: PUBLIC HEARING - Ordinance Amendment regarding Section 571 and

Section 572 
Originating Department: Community Development
Presented by: Ethan Nelson
Previous Commission Action (if any):
Item Type (X only one): Consent  Regular Session X Discussion Session  

REQUEST FOR PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION

 

 
 
 
 
 RECOMMENDATIONS/COUNCIL ACTION/MOTION REQUESTED  (Include motion in proper format.)
Open the Public Hearing
Motion to Close the Public Hearing
Motion recommending either approval or denial to amend Section 571 and Section 572, Chicken and Bee
Regulations and the associated fees in Section 1100
EXPLANATION OF AGENDA ITEM  (Include a description of background, benefits, and recommendations.)
BACKGROUND:
Staff is proposing amendments to Section 571 and Section 572, Chicken and Bee Regulations along with
accompanying changes to fees in Chapter 1100. The intent of these revisions originates from staff's desire to
simplify both Chicken and Bee regulatory and financial burden on the City and license holders that reside in City
limits.
 
APPLICABLE ORDINANCE PROVISIONS:

1. City Code Section 571, Chickens
2. City Code Section 572, Bees
3. City Code Section 1100, Fees

 
ANALYSIS:
CHICKENS
To further break down the proposed changes to Section 571, each section will be summarized as to if the changes
were made.
 
Section 571.03 - Licenses
The most significant change to this section is the revision of a required annual license to a one time license review
fee and allow the property to maintain chickens unless revoked pursuant to Section 571.06. This would allow staff
to continue to inspect and regulate chicken coops and runs in the same way as the existing regulations require, but
align the process to be more similar to permits. Additionally, fees are revised to reflect license costs as noted in
Section 1100. Formatting and language updates were made to reflect to change noted above. 
 
Section 571.04 - Operation
The Operation section was updated to move paragraph E to Section 571.06 - Revocation, indicating removal
requirements of an expired license. Formatting and wording revisions were also made to this section for the same
purposes.
 
Section 571.05 - Inspection
Inspection provisions were revised to set a more appropriate timeframe in which staff can inspect a premises in
addition to providing a licensee at least a 24 hour notice prior to inspection.
 
Section 571.06 - Revocation
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 Budgeted
 Non Budgeted
 Amendment Required

Updated language to establish revocation requirements as previously listed in Section 571.04 - Operation.
 
Section 571.08 - Application of Chapter to Other Requirements
Minor formatting changes.
 
BEES
To further break down the proposed changes to Section 572, each section with revisions will be summarized.
 
Section 572.01 - Definitions
Minor grammatical edit.
 
Section 572.02 - General Prohibition
Licensing requirements have been revised to a one time fee due upon license issuance. This license would be
issued for the property to maintain bees, unless revoked pursuant to Section 571.06. This would allow staff to
continue to inspect and regulate beehives in the same way as the existing regulations require, but align the process
to be more similar to permits. Additionally, fees are revised to reflect license costs as noted in Section 1100.
Formatting and language updates were made to reflect to changed noted above. 
 
Section 572.03 - Operation
Formatting and grammatical revisions were made to reflect the changes made in Section 572.02 - General
Prohibition.
 
572.05 - Inspection
Inspection provisions were revised to set a more appropriate timeframe in which staff can inspect a premises in
addition to providing a licensee at least a 24 hour notice prior to inspection.
 
572.08 - Application of Chapter to Other Requirements
Minor grammatical and formatting revisions.
 
PUBLIC NOTICE/COMMENTS
Public notice was published in the Waconia Patriot and at City Hall. At the time of this report the City has not
received any public comment regarding the proposed ordinance amendments.
 
RECOMMENDATION
The Planning Commission should hold the required public hearing, receive all public comment regarding the
ordinance amendments and make a recommendation to the City Council. Upon formal recommendation by the
Planning Commission this application will be forwarded to the City Council for review at their upcoming meeting
on March 20th, 2023.

Attachments:
1. Public Hearing Notice_Chapter 571&572.docx
2. Proposed Chapter 571 Chicken Ordinance Amendment (7 Pages)
3. Proposed Chapter 572 Bee Ordinance Amendment (7 Pages)
4. Existing Chapter 572 Bees (5 Pages)
5. Existing Chapter 571 Chickens (5 Pages)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:
Funding Sources & Uses:
Budget Information:
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1806137/Existing_Chapter_571_Chickens.pdf


CITY OF WACONIA, MN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Waconia, 
MN will hold a public hearing on March 2nd, 2023 at 6:30 P.M., at the Waconia City Hall, 201 
South Vine Street, Waconia, MN, to consider an Ordinance Amendment to City Code Sections 
571, Chickens and 572, Bees.

The City is considering ordinance amendments to Section 571 and 572 of its Chickens 
and Bees Regulations to simplify the licensing procedure for keeping chickens and bees within 
the City.

Pertinent information pertaining to this request is available at City Hall. Interested 
persons may submit written or oral comments pertaining to this matter any time prior to the 
hearing, or at the hearing on March 2nd, 2023. Written comments will be distributed to the 
Planning Commission for review and consideration. Please submit written comments by mail, 
email or in person as follows:

Mail/in person: Ethan Nelson, 201 South Vine Street, Waconia, MN 55387

Email: enelson@waconia.org

By: WACONIA PLANNING COMMISSION

ATTEST: Ethan Nelson, Assistant Planner

(Published in the February 16, 2023 Waconia Patriot newspaper)
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CITY OF WACONIA

ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 571 REGARDING CHICKENS
AND RELATED CHAPTER 1100 FEES

The City Council of the City of Waconia ordains:

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

The City Council of the City of Waconia (the “City”) finds it is appropriate to amend Chapter 571 
of the Waconia City Code (“Code) to simplify the licensing procedure for keeping chickens in the 
City. The City Council further finds it is appropriate to revise the license fees found in Chapter 
1100 of the Code to coordinate such fees with the new licensing procedure.

Given the above findings, the purpose of this ordinance is to amend Chapter 571 of the Code to 
simplify the licensing procedure for keeping chickens in the City and update corresponding fees 
in Chapter 1100 of the Code.

AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 571

Chapter 571 of the Waconia City Code, Chickens, is amended in its entirety to read as follows:

CHAPTER 571

CHICKENS

Section

571.01 Definitions

571.02 General Prohibition

571.03 Licenses

571.04 Operation

571.05 Inspection

571.06 Revocation

571.07 Right to a Hearing

571.08 Application of Chapter to Other Requirements
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571.01 Definitions.

The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings stated in this section:

“Chicken” means all life stages of the fowl of the genus Gallus and species Gallus 
domesticus.

“Coop” means a cage or pen for confining chickens.

“Hen” means a female chicken.

“Licensed Premises” means the lot for which a chicken license has been applied for or 
granted, as the applicable context requires.

“Lot” means a contiguous parcel of land under common ownership.

“Rooster” means a male chicken.

“Run” means an area inside a fence where chickens are kept and allowed to walk around.

571.02 General Prohibition.

No person shall keep a chicken within the corporate limits of the City except as allowed by this 
Chapter or Section 710.15 of the Code. This prohibition does not apply to those portions of the 
City zoned for agricultural purposes.

571.03 Licenses.

Subd. 1 License Required. A person may keep up to six (6) hens on a lot if the City has issued a 
current chicken license for the lot. Roosters are prohibited. A chicken license issued 
for a lot automatically transfers with the lot if the licensed premises is sold.

Subd. 2 License Period. Chicken licenses are effective when issued and continue in effect until 
revoked pursuant to Section 571.06 below.

Subd. 3 License Application. An application for a chicken license shall be made using forms 
supplied by the City Clerk. The application shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following information and agreements:

A. The address of the lot where the hens will be kept.

B. A scaled drawing showing the location, size, and dimensions of the coop and 
run on the lot including their distance from other structures on the lot and 
neighboring property lines.

C. The number of hens to be kept at the lot.
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D. An agreement by the applicant that the licensed premises may be inspected 
by the City during business hours with 24 hours’ notice to ensure compliance 
with this Chapter.

E. A statement that the applicant understands the conditions and requirements 
of this Chapter.

Subd. 4 License Requirements. No chicken license shall be issued until the City Administrator 
(or his or her designee) has determined all of the following conditions have been met:

A. An application has been submitted with accurate and complete information.

B. An inspection of the lot, coop and run described in the application has been 
performed by the City with the applicant’s permission.

C. Based on the application and inspection, the requirements of this Chapter 
have been met regarding the construction and location of the chicken coop 
and run on the lot.

D. Based on the application and inspection, all other improvements and 
equipment required to meet the requirements of this Chapter have been 
installed on the premises.

E. Public health and safety will not be endangered by granting or renewing the 
requested license.

Subd. 5 Fees. An application for a chicken license shall be accompanied by the appropriate 
chicken license fee set forth in Section 1100 of the Waconia City Code. 

571.04 Operation.

Subd. 1 General Requirements.

A. Chickens may only by kept at a licensed premises for which a chicken license 
was issued. Any person keeping chickens on the licensed premises shall, at all 
times, comply with the requirements of this Chapter.

B. Chickens must be confined on the licensed premises in a chicken coop or 
chicken run, and may not be kept in any part of the principal dwelling, garage, 
front yard, or side yard.

C. All chicken grains and feed must be stored in a rodent proof container.

D. Chickens shall not be kept for breeding purposes.

E. The use of chickens for cockfighting is prohibited.
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Subd.2 Coop and Run.

A. All chickens shall be provided access to both a coop and a run.

B. The coop and run shall be located in the rear yard of the licensed premises: i) 
setback from the principal dwelling; ii) not less than thirty-five (35) feet away 
from the principal dwellings on the adjacent properties; and iii) not less than 
ten (10) feet from the property lines of the licensed premises. In all cases, the 
coop and run shall be located closer to the principal dwelling of the licensed 
premises than to any principal dwelling on any adjacent properties. Further, 
the coop and run shall be set back at least twenty- five (25) feet from: i) any 
delineated wetland edge; or ii) the top of any bank of a pond, filtration basin, 
or infiltration basin. No coop or run shall be located in any easement or right-
of-way area.

C. Chicken coops shall have a maximum footprint area of ten (10) square feet per 
chicken and a minimum footprint area of five (5) square feet per chicken. 
Chicken runs shall have a maximum footprint area of twenty (20) square feet 
per chicken and a minimum footprint area of ten (10) square feet per chicken. 
The coop shall be elevated above ground and may not exceed a height of seven 
(7) feet as measured from the ground.

D. The coop and run shall be completely enclosed and rodent proof. Further, the 
coop shall provide adequate protection from the elements and shall be 
winterized. All fencing and electrical work associated with the chicken coop 
and run shall comply with all building and zoning codes and all appropriate 
permits and licenses shall be obtained therefore.

Subd.3 Waste.

A. The chicken coop and run shall be kept in a sanitary and odor free condition, 
including the regular and frequent removal, storage in a leak proof container 
and proper disposal of any accumulated feces or waste.

B. Composting or burying feces, discarded feed or dead chickens on the licensed 
premises is prohibited.

571.05 Inspection.

The City may inspect a licensed premises during the City’s normal business hours with at least 24 
hours’ notice to the occupant of the licensed premises. Refusal to allow inspection shall constitute 
grounds for revocation of the applicable chicken license.
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571.06 Revocation.

The City may revoke a chicken license if any requirement set forth in this Chapter is violated or if 
the Minnesota Department of Revenue sends the City notice requiring revocation. Nothing herein 
shall be interpreted as preventing the City from also prosecuting any violation of this Chapter as 
a criminal violation pursuant to Chapter 102 of the Waconia City Code. When a chicken license is 
revoked, the owner of the lot that was previously licensed shall remove the coop and run from 
the lot no later than sixty (60) days after the revocation date.

571.07 Right to a Hearing.

Except for a denial or revocation required by the Minnesota Department of Revenue, any 
applicant that has been denied the issuance of a chicken license or any person whose chicken 
license has been revoked may, upon written request to the City Clerk promptly made after the 
denial or revocation has occurred, request a hearing before the City Council to present evidence 
and to appeal the decision.

571.08 Application of Chapter to Other Requirements.

Subd. 1 Private Restrictions and Covenants.

A. Notwithstanding the issuance of a license by the City, private restrictions or 
covenants regarding the use of any licensed premises shall remain 
enforceable. Private restrictions include, but are not limited to, deed 
restrictions, condominium master deed restrictions, neighborhood 
association bylaws, and covenant declarations.

B. A chicken license issued for a licensed premises subject to private restrictions 
and/or covenants that prohibit the keeping of chickens is void. The 
interpretation and enforcement of the private restrictions is the sole 
responsibility of the private parties involved.

Subd. 2 Coordination with Other Code Provisions.

A. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging 
that a given chicken or group of chickens constitutes a nuisance.

B. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging 
that a given chicken or group of chickens violates applicable ordinances 
regarding public health.

AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 1100

Chapter 1100 of the Waconia City Code, Fees, is amended to revise the “Animals” section under 
“Licenses & Permits” as shown below:
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Licenses & Permits
Animals
Fee Description Current Rate Unit Related Code Additional Information
Bee License Fee ‐ Initial Application $150.00 Annual 695Fee prorated for partial years ‐ minimum fee $25
Bee License Fee ‐ Application Renewal $75.00 Annual 695
Chicken License Fee $100.00 Eachl 571.03

Dogs Running at Large $35.00 Offense 560.02
Impoundment Actual Costs Offense 560.05Includes staff time, impound, care, and vaccination fees
Adoption Fee Actual Costs Each 560.06Includes staff time, impound & adoption fees
Violation‐Fail to Clean Up Waste Material $ 50.00 Offense 560.11
Violation‐Habitual Barking $50.00 Offense 560.11
Commercial Kennel License ‐ Initial Fee $150.00 Each
Commercial Kennel License ‐ Annual 
Renewal

$50.00 Annual

EFFECTIVE DATE AND EXISTING LICENSES

This ordinance is effective upon publication. Any license previously issued pursuant to Chapter 
571 of the Waconia City Code that is valid and unexpired on the effective date of this ordinance 
shall continue in effect pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 571, as amended, until it is revoked.
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Passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Waconia this _____ day of December 2022.

Kent Bloudek, Mayor

ATTEST: 
Shane Fineran, City Administrator

M/ Bloudek
Leo

S/ Sorensen
Waldron
Yetzer
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CITY OF WACONIA

ORDINANCE NO. _____

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 572 REGARDING BEES
AND RELATED CHAPTER 1100 FEES

The City Council of the City of Waconia ordains:

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

The City Council of the City of Waconia (the “City”) finds it is appropriate to amend Chapter 572
of the Waconia City Code (“Code) to simplify the licensing procedure for keeping bees in the City. 
The City Council further finds it is appropriate to revise the license fees found in Chapter 1100 of 
the Code to coordinate such fees with the new licensing procedure.

Given the above findings, the purpose of this ordinance is to amend Chapter 572 of the Code to 
simply the licensing procedure for keeping bees in the City and update corresponding fees in 
Chapter 1100 of the Code.

AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 572

Chapter 572 of the Waconia City Code, Bees, is amended in its entirety to read as follows:

CHAPTER 572

BEES

Section

572.01 Definitions

572.02 General Prohibition

572.03 Licenses

572.04 Operation

572.05 Inspection

572.06 Revocation

572.07 Right to a Hearing

572.08 Application of Chapter to Other Requirements
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572.01 Definitions.

The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings stated in this section:

“Apiary” means the assembly of one or more colonies of bees at a single location.

“Beekeeper” means a person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees.

“Beekeeping equipment” means anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive 
bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.

“Colony” means an aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when 
perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey.

“Hive” means the receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that purpose.

“Honey bee” means all life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera 
species.

“Licensed Premises” means the lot for which a honey bee license has been applied for or 
granted, as the applicable context requires.

“Lot” means a contiguous parcel of land under common ownership.

“Nucleus colony” means a small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller than 
usual hive box designed for a particular purpose.

“Undeveloped property” means any idle land that is not improved or actually in the 
process of being improved with residential, commercial, industrial, church, park, school 
or governmental facilities or other structures or improvements intended for human 
occupancy and the grounds maintained in associations therewith. The term shall be 
deemed to include property developed exclusively as a street or highway or property used 
for commercial agricultural purposes.

572.02 General Prohibition.

No person shall keep honey bees within the corporate limits of the City except as allowed by this 
Chapter or Section 710.15 of the Code. This prohibition does not apply to those portions of the 
City zoned for agricultural purposes.

572.03 Licenses.

Subd. 1 License Required. A person may keep an apiary on a lot if the City has issued a current 
honey bee license for the lot. A honey bee license issued for a lot automatically 
transfers with the lot if the licensed premises is sold.

Subd. 2 License Period. Honey bee licenses are effective when issued and continue in effect 
until revoked pursuant to Section 572.06 below.
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Subd. 3 License Application. An application for a honey bee license shall be made using forms 
supplied by the City Clerk. The application shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following information and agreements:

A. The address of the lot where the apiary will be kept.

B. A scaled drawing showing the location, size, and dimensions of all hives 
located on the lot including their distance from other structures on the lot and 
neighboring property lines.

C. An agreement by the applicant that the licensed premises may be inspected 
by the City during business hours with 24 hours’ notice to ensure compliance 
with this Chapter.

D. A statement that the applicant understands the conditions and requirements 
of this Chapter.

Subd. 4. License Requirements. No honey bee license shall be issued until the City 
Administrator (or his or her designee) has determined all of the following conditions 
have been met:

A. An application has been submitted with accurate and complete information.

B. An inspection of the lot and hives described in the application has been 
performed by the City with the applicant’s permission.

C. Based on the application and inspection, the requirements of this Chapter 
have been met regarding the proposed apiary on the lot.

D. Public health and safety will not be endangered by granting or renewing the 
requested license.

Subd. 5 Fees. An application for a honey bee license shall be accompanied by the appropriate 
honey bee license fee set forth in Section 1100 of the Waconia City Code. 

572.04 Operation.

Subd. 1 General Requirements. Beekeeping may only occur at a licensed premises for which a 
honey bee license was issued. Any person keeping bees on the licensed premises shall, 
at all times, comply with the requirements of this Chapter.

Subd.2 Colony and Hive Requirements.

A. No person shall keep more than the following numbers of colonies on a 
licensed premises, based upon the size or configuration of the licensed 
premises:
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 One half acre or smaller lot – 2 hives

 Larger than 1/2 acre but smaller than 3/4 acre lot – 4 hives

 Larger than 3/4 acre lot but smaller than one acre lot – 6 hives

 One acre but smaller than five acres - 8 hives

 Larger than five acres - no restriction

B. For each colony permitted to be maintained under this Chapter, there may also 
be maintained upon the same licensed premises, one nucleus colony in a hive 
structure not to exceed one standard 9-5/8 inch depth 10-frame hive body 
with no supers.

C. Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, in each instance where a colony 
is kept less than 25 feet from a property line of the licensed premises upon 
which the apiary is located, as measured from the nearest point on the hive to 
the property line, the beekeeper shall establish and maintain a flyway barrier 
at least 6 feet in height. The flyway barrier may consist of a wall, fence, dense 
vegetation or a combination there of, such that bees will fly over rather than 
through the material to reach the colony. If a flyway barrier of dense 
vegetation is used, the initial planting may be 4 feet in height, so long as the 
vegetation normally reaches 6 feet in height or higher. The flyway barrier must 
continue parallel to the licensed premises lot line for 10 feet in either direction 
from the hive, or contain the hive or hives in an enclosure at least 6 feet in 
height. A flyway barrier is not required if the property adjoining the licensed
premises lot line (1) is undeveloped or (2) is zoned agricultural, industrial or is 
outside of the City limits.

D. Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which shall 
be kept in sound and usable condition. Further, each beekeeper shall maintain 
his beekeeping equipment in good condition, including keeping the hives 
painted if they are peeling or flaking, and securing unused equipment from 
weather, potential theft or vandalism and occupancy by swarms. It shall not 
be a defense to a violation of this Chapter that a beekeeper’s unused 
equipment attracted a swarm and that the beekeeper is not intentionally 
keeping bees.

E. Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available to 
the colony so long as colonies remain active outside of the hive.

Subd. 3 Waste. Materials from a hive or colony which might encourage the presence of honey 
bees, such as wax combs, shall be promptly disposed of in a sealed container, or placed 
within a building or other bee-proof enclosure.
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572.05 Inspection.

The City may inspect a licensed premises during the City’s normal business hours with at least 24 
hours’ notice to the occupant of the licensed premises. Refusal to allow inspection shall constitute 
grounds for revocation of the applicable honey bee license.

572.06 Revocation.

The City may revoke a honey bee license if any requirement set forth in this Chapter is violated 
or if the Minnesota Department of Revenue sends the City notice requiring revocation. Nothing 
herein shall be interpreted as preventing the City from also prosecuting any violation of this 
Chapter as a criminal violation pursuant to Chapter 102 of the Waconia City Code.

572.07 Right to a Hearing.

Except for a denial or revocation required by the Minnesota Department of Revenue, any 
applicant that has been denied the issuance of a honey bee license or any person whose honey 
bee license has been revoked may, upon written request to the City Clerk promptly made after 
the denial or revocation has occurred, request a hearing before the City Council to present 
evidence and to appeal the decision.

572.08 Application of Chapter to Other Requirements.

Subd. 1 Private Restrictions and Covenants.

A. Notwithstanding the issuance of a license by the City, private restrictions or 
covenants regarding the use of any licensed premises shall remain 
enforceable. Private restrictions include, but are not limited to, deed 
restrictions, condominium master deed restrictions, neighborhood 
association bylaws, and covenant declarations.

B. A honey bee license issued for a licensed premises subject to private 
restrictions and/or covenants that prohibit the keeping of honey bees is void. 
The interpretation and enforcement of the private restrictions is the sole 
responsibility of the private parties involved.

Subd. 2 Coordination with Other Code Provisions.

A. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging 
that a given colony constitutes a nuisance.

B. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging 
that a given colony violates applicable ordinances regarding public health.
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AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 1100

Chapter 1100 of the Waconia City Code, Fees, is amended to revise the “Animals” section under 
“Licenses & Permits” as shown below:

Licenses & Permits
Animals
Fee Description Current Rate Unit Related 

Code
Additional Information

Bee License Fee $100.00 Eachl 572.03

Chicken License Fee ‐ Initial Application $150.00 Annual 694Fee prorated for partial years ‐ minimum fee $25
Chicken License Fee ‐ Application Renewal $75.00 Annual 694
Dogs Running at Large $35.00 Offense 560.02
Impoundment Actual Costs Offense 560.05Includes staff time, impound, care, and vaccination fees
Adoption Fee Actual Costs Each 560.06Includes staff time, impound & adoption fees
Violation‐Fail to Clean Up Waste Material $ 50.00 Offense 560.11
Violation‐Habitual Barking $50.00 Offense 560.11
Commercial Kennel License ‐ Initial Fee $150.00 Each
Commercial Kennel License ‐ Annual 
Renewal

$50.00 Annual

EFFECTIVE DATE AND EXISTING LICENSES

This ordinance is effective upon publication. Any license previously issued pursuant to Chapter 
572 of the Waconia City Code that is valid and unexpired on the effective date of this ordinance 
shall continue in effect pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 572, as amended, until it is revoked.
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Passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Waconia this _____ day of December 2022.

Kent Bloudek, Mayor

ATTEST: 
Shane Fineran, City Administrator

M/ Bloudek
Leo

S/ Sorensen
Waldron
Yetzer
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CHAPTER 572 

BEES 

Section 

572.01 Definitions 

572.02  General Prohibition 

572.03  Licenses 

572.04  Operation 

572.05  Inspection 

572.06  Revocation 

572.07  Right to a Hearing 

572.08  Application of Chapter to Other Requirements 

572.01 Definitions. 

The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings stated in this section: 

“Apiary” means the assembly of one or more colonies of bees at a single location.  

“Beekeeper” means a person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees.  

“Beekeeping equipment” means anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as 
hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors. 

“Colony” means an aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, 

when perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey. 

“Hive” means the receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that 

purpose. 

“Honey bee” means all life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera 

species. 

“Licensed Premises” means the lot for which a honey been license has been applied for 

or granted, as the applicable context requires. 

“Lot” means a contiguous parcel of land under common ownership. 

“Nucleus colony” means a small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller than 

usual hive box designed for a particular purpose. 

“Undeveloped property” means any idle land that is not improved or actually in the 
process of being improved with residential, commercial, industrial, church, park, school 
or governmental facilities or other structures or improvements intended for human 
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occupancy and the grounds maintained in associations therewith. The term shall be 
deemed to include property developed exclusively as a street or highway or property 
used for commercial agricultural purposes. 

572.02 General Prohibition. 

No person shall keep honey bees within the corporate limits of the City except as allowed 
by this Chapter or Section 710.15 of the Code.  This prohibition does not apply to those 
portions of the City zoned for agricultural purposes. 

572.03 Licenses. 

Subd. 1 License Required.  A person may keep an apiary if the person holds a current 
honey bee license issued pursuant to this Chapter.  Each person holding a 
current honey bee license shall at all times comply with the requirements of this 
Chapter. 

Subd. 2 License Period.  Honey bee licenses are effective for one year commencing at the 
beginning of the day on July 1st of each year and expiring at the end of the day 
on June 30th of the following year.   Each honey bee license issued after July 1st 
shall run for a partial year from the beginning of the day the license was issued 
to the end of the applicable license period. 

Subd. 3. License Application.  A person desiring to keep an apiary in the City must apply 
for an annual honey bee license using forms supplied by the City Clerk.  An 
application for an initial license may be made at any time.  An application for a 
renewal license may be made at any time after May 1st for the upcoming license 
period.  The application for an initial or renewal license shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following information and agreements: 

A. The address of the licensed premises where the apiary will be kept. 

B. A scaled drawing showing the location, size, and dimensions of all hives 
located on the licensed premises including their distance from other 
structures on the lot and neighboring property lines. 

C. An agreement by the applicant that the licensed premises may be 
inspected by the City at any time to ensure compliance with this Chapter. 

D. A statement that the applicant understands the conditions and 
requirements of this Chapter. 

Subd. 4. License Requirements.  No bee license shall be issued or renewed until the City 
Administrator (or his or her designee) has determined that all of the following 
conditions have been met: 
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A. An application has been submitted with accurate and complete 
information. 

B. An inspection of the licensed premises and hives described in the 
application has been performed by the City with the applicant’s 
permission. 

C. Based on the application and inspection, the requirements of this 
Chapter have been met in regard to the proposed apiary on the licensed 
premises. 

D. Public health and safety will not be endangered by granting or renewing 
the requested license. 

Subd. 5. Fees. 

A. An application for a honey bee license or a renewal honey bee license 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate honey bee license fee set forth 
in Section 1100 of the Waconia City Code.  If an initial honey bee license 
is for a partial year, the fee shall be prorated based upon the number of 
days between the preceding July 1stst and the date of issuance as 
compared to the number of days between the date of issuance and the 
following June 30th, provided the minimum license fee shall be $25.00 
and any proration shall not reduce the license fee below such amount. 

B. If the application is denied, the license fee, less $25.00, shall be returned 
to the applicant.  

C. If a license is surrendered by a license holder or revoked before the end 
of the license period, no refund shall be given. 

572.04 Operation. 

Subd. 1. General Requirements. 

A beekeeper must occupy the licensed premises for which the honey bee license 
was issued. 

Subd.2 Colony and Hive Requirements. 

A. No person shall keep more than the following numbers of colonies on any 
licensed premises within the City, based upon the size or configuration of 
the licensed premises: 

 One half acre or smaller lot – 2 hives 

 Larger than 1/2 acre but smaller than 3/4 acre lot – 4 hives 
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 Larger than 3/4 acre lot but smaller than one acre lot – 6 hives 

 One acre but smaller than five acres - 8 hives 

 Larger than five acres - no restriction 

B. For each colony permitted to be maintained under this Chapter, there 
may also be maintained upon the same licensed premises, one nucleus 
colony in a hive structure not to exceed one standard 9-5/8 inch depth 
10-frame hive body with no supers. 

C. Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, in each instance where a 
colony is kept less than 25 feet from a property line of the licensed 
premises upon which the apiary is located, as measured from the nearest 
point on the hive to the property line, the beekeeper shall establish and 
maintain a flyway barrier at least 6 feet in height.  The flyway barrier may 
consist of a wall, fence, dense vegetation or a combination there of, such 
that bees will fly over rather than through the material to reach the 
colony.  If a flyway barrier of dense vegetation is used, the initial planting 
may be 4 feet in height, so long as the vegetation normally reaches 6 feet 
in height or higher. The flyway barrier must continue parallel to the 
licensed premises lot line for 10 feet in either direction from the hive, or 
contain the hive or hives in an enclosure at least 6 feet in height. A flyway 
barrier is not required if the property adjoining the licensed premises lot 
line (1) is undeveloped or (2) is zoned agricultural, industrial or is outside 
of the City limits. 

D. Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which 
shall be kept in sound and usable condition.  Further, each beekeeper 
shall maintain his beekeeping equipment in good condition, including 
keeping the hives painted if they are peeling or flaking, and securing 
unused equipment from weather, potential theft or vandalism and 
occupancy by swarms.  It shall not be a defense to a violation of this 
Chapter that a beekeeper’s unused equipment attracted a swarm and 
that the beekeeper is not intentionally keeping bees. 

E. Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is 
available to the colony so long as colonies remain active outside of the 
hive. 

Subd. 3 Waste. 

Each beekeeper shall ensure that materials from a hive or colony which might 
encourage the presence of honey bees, such as wax combs, shall be promptly 
disposed of in a sealed container, or placed within a building or other bee-proof 
enclosure. 
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572.05 Inspection. 

The City may inspect a licensed premises at any time to confirm compliance with the 
requirements of this Chapter. 

572.06 Revocation. 

The City may revoke a honey bee license if any requirement set forth in this Chapter is 
violated or if the Minnesota Department of Revenue sends the City notice requiring 
revocation.  Nothing herein shall be interpreted as preventing the City from also 
prosecuting any violation of this Chapter as a criminal violation pursuant to Chapter 102 of 
the Waconia City Code. 

572.07 Right to a Hearing. 

Except for a denial or revocation required by the Minnesota Department of Revenue, any 
applicant that has been denied the issuance of a honey bee license or any person whose 
honey bee license has been revoked may, upon written request to the City Clerk promptly 
made after the denial or revocation has occurred, request a hearing before the City Council 
to present evidence and to appeal the decision. 

572.08 Application of Chapter to Other Requirements. 

Subd. 1 Private Restrictions and Covenants. 

A. Notwithstanding the issuance of a license by the City, private restrictions 
or covenants on the use of licensed premises shall remain enforceable.  
Private restrictions include, but are not limited to, deed restrictions, 
condominium master deed restrictions, neighborhood association by-
laws, and covenant declarations.  

B. A honey bee license issued to a person whose licensed premises is 
subject to private restrictions and/or covenants that prohibit the keeping 
of honey bees is void. The interpretation and enforcement of the private 
restrictions is the sole responsibility of the private parties involved. 

Subd. 2 Coordination with Other Code Provisions. 

A. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding 
alleging that a given colony constitutes a nuisance. 

B. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding 
alleging that a given colony violates applicable ordinances regarding 
public health. 
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CHAPTER 571 

CHICKENS 

Section 

571.01 Definitions 

571.02  General Prohibition 

571.03  Licenses 

571.04  Operation 

571.05  Inspection 

571.06  Revocation 

571.07  Right to a Hearing 

571.08  Application of Chapter to Other Requirements 

571.01 Definitions. 

The following terms, as used in this Chapter, shall have the meanings stated in this section: 

“Chicken” means all life stages of the fowl of the genus Gallus and species Gallus 
domesticus. 

“Coop” means a cage or pen for confining chickens. 

“Hen” means a female chicken. 

“Licensed Premises” means the lot for which a chicken license has been applied for or 
granted, as the applicable context requires. 

“Lot” means a contiguous parcel of land under common ownership. 

“Rooster” means a male chicken. 

“Run” means an area inside a fence where chickens are kept and allowed to walk around. 

571.02 General Prohibition. 

No person shall keep a chicken within the corporate limits of the City except as allowed by 
this Chapter or Section 710.15 of the Code.  This prohibition does not apply to those 
portions of the City zoned for agricultural purposes. 

571.03 Licenses. 

Subd. 1 License Required.  A person may keep up to six (6) hens on a lot if the person 
holds a current chicken license issued pursuant to this Chapter and the hens are, 
at all times, confined to the lot described in the license.  Roosters are prohibited 
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and may not be licensed.  Each person holding a current chicken license shall at 
all times comply with the requirements of this Chapter. 

Subd. 2 License Period.  Chicken licenses are effective for one year commencing at the 
beginning of the day on July 1st of each year and expiring at the end of the day 
on June 30th of the following year.   Each chicken license issued after July 1st 
shall run for a partial year from the beginning of the day the license was issued 
to the end of the applicable license period. 

Subd. 3. License Application.  A person desiring to keep hens in the City must apply for an 
annual chicken license using forms supplied by the City Clerk.  An application for 
an initial license may be made at any time.  An application for a renewal license 
may be made at any time after May 1st for the upcoming license period.  The 
application for an initial or renewal license shall include, but not be limited to, 
the following information and agreements: 

A. The address of the lot where the hens will be kept. 

B. A scaled drawing showing the location, size, and dimensions of the coop 
and run including the distance of the coop and run from other structures 
on the licensed premises and neighboring property lines. 

C. The number of hens to be kept at the licensed premises. 

D. An agreement by the applicant that the licensed premises may be 
inspected by the City at any time to ensure compliance with this Chapter. 

E. A statement that the applicant understands the conditions and 
requirements of this Chapter. 

Subd. 4. License Requirements.  No chicken license shall be issued or renewed until the 
City Administrator (or his or her designee) has determined that all of the 
following conditions have been met: 

A. An application has been submitted with accurate and complete 
information. 

B. An inspection of the premises, coop and run described in the application 
has been performed by the City with the applicant’s permission. 

C. Based on the application and inspection, the requirements of this 
Chapter have been met in regard to the construction and location of the 
chicken coop and run on the licensed premises. 
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D. Based on the application and inspection, all other improvements and 
equipment required to meet the requirements of this Chapter have been 
installed on the premises. 

E. Public health and safety will not be endangered by granting or renewing 
the requested license. 

Subd. 5. Fees. 

A. An application for a chicken license or a renewal chicken license shall be 
accompanied by the appropriate chicken license fee set forth in Section 
1100 of the Waconia City Code.  If an initial chicken license is for a partial 
year, the fee shall be prorated based upon the number of days between 
the preceding July 1stst and the date of issuance as compared to the 
number of days between the date of issuance and the following June 
30th, provided the minimum license fee shall be $25.00 and an proration 
shall not reduce the license fee below such amount. 

B. If the application is denied, the license fee, less $25.00, shall be returned 
to the applicant.  

C. If a license is surrendered by a license holder or revoked before the end 
of the license period, no refund shall be given. 

571.04 Operation. 

Subd. 1. General Requirements. 

A. The owner of the chickens must occupy the licensed premises for which 
the license was issued. 

B. Chickens must be confined on the licensed premises at all times, under 
control of the licensee, in a chicken coop or chicken run, and may not be 
kept in any part of the principal dwelling, garage, front yard, or side yard. 

C. All chicken grains and feed must be stored in a rodent proof container. 

D. Chickens shall not be kept for breeding purposes. 

E. The use of chickens for cockfighting is prohibited. 

Subd.2 Coop and Run. 

A. All chickens shall be provided access to both a coop and a run. 
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B. The coop and run shall be located in the rear yard of the licensed 
premises:  i) setback from the principal dwelling; ii) not less than thirty-
five (35) feet away from the principal dwellings on the adjacent 
properties; and iii) not less than ten (10) feet from the property lines of 
the licensed premises.  In all cases, the coop and run shall be located 
closer to the principal dwelling of the licensed premises than to any 
principal dwelling on any adjacent properties.  Further, the coop and run 
shall be set back at least twenty- five (25) feet from:  i) any delineated 
wetland edge; or ii) the top of any bank of a pond, filtration basin, or 
infiltration basin. No coop or run shall be located in any easement or 
right-of-way area. 

C. Chicken coops shall have a maximum footprint area of ten (10) square 
feet per chicken and a minimum footprint area of five (5) square feet per 
chicken.  Chicken runs shall have a maximum footprint area of twenty 
(20) square feet per chicken and a minimum footprint area of ten (10) 
square feet per chicken. The coop shall be elevated above ground and 
may not exceed a height of seven (7) feet as measured from the ground. 

D. The coop and run shall be completely enclosed and rodent proof.  
Further, the coop shall provide adequate protection from the elements 
and shall be winterized.  All fencing and electrical work associated with 
the chicken coop and run shall comply with all building and zoning codes 
and all appropriate permits and licenses shall be obtained therefore. 

E. When a chicken license expires or is revoked, the licensee shall remove 
the coop and run from the licensed premises no later than sixty (60) days 
after the expiration or revocation date.  Removal shall not be required, 
however, so long as a chicken license is renewed before it expires or 
within sixty (60) days after it expires. 

Subd.3 Waste. 

A. The chicken coop and run shall be kept in a sanitary and odor free 
condition, including the regular and frequent removal, storage in a leak 
proof container and proper disposal of any accumulated feces or waste. 

B. Composting or burying feces, discarded feed or dead chickens on the 
licensed premises is prohibited. 

571.05 Inspection. 

The City may inspect a licensed premises at any time to confirm compliance with the 
requirements of this Chapter. 
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571.06 Revocation. 

The City may revoke a chicken license if any requirement set forth in this Chapter is violated 
or if the Minnesota Department of Revenue sends the City notice requiring revocation.  
Nothing herein shall be interpreted as preventing the City from also prosecuting any 
violation of this Chapter as a criminal violation pursuant to Chapter 102 of the Waconia City 
Code. 

571.07 Right to a Hearing. 

Except for a denial or revocation required by the Minnesota Department of Revenue, any 
applicant that has been denied the issuance of a chicken license or any person whose 
chicken license has been revoked may, upon written request to the City Clerk promptly 
made after the denial or revocation has occurred, request a hearing before the City Council 
to present evidence and to appeal the decision. 

571.08 Application of Chapter to Other Requirements. 

Subd. 1 Private Restrictions and Covenants. 

A. Notwithstanding the issuance of a license by the City, private restrictions 
or covenants on the use of licensed premises shall remain enforceable.  
Private restrictions include, but are not limited to, deed restrictions, 
condominium master deed restrictions, neighborhood association by- 
laws, and covenant declarations.  

B. A chicken license issued to a person whose licensed premises is subject to 
private restrictions and/or covenants that prohibit the keeping of 
chickens is void. The interpretation and enforcement of the private 
restrictions is the sole responsibility of the private parties involved. 

Subd. 2 Coordination with Other Code Provisions. 

C. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding 
alleging that a given chicken or group of chickens constitutes a nuisance. 

D. Compliance with this Chapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding 
alleging that a given chicken or group of chickens violates applicable 
ordinances regarding public health. 
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